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THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 111 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, there are times when nothing is as I need it to 

be, and I feel bereft and isolated.  I dread times like this.  I am 
never certain how they originate, and I am never convinced they 
will pass, although I intellectually know they do from my having 
spent time with them in the past.  I think what makes this place so 
difficult is my belief that I need to make something come from it, 
which bumps up against the reality that I have no idea how to do 
that.  I seem unable to consider that there are internal conditions 
or states in which I am helpless because I cannot comprehend 
what is happening to me.  I struggle with the idea that sometimes 
my only option is to wait and watch as you coalesce for me 
something I need and cannot yet grasp.  I was not taught to value 
this tension, or to live in it. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 24:13-35 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 114 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for May 7, 2017 
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-35; John 10:1-10. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There will be a Rohnert Park Town Hall Meeting this 
Wednesday, May 3rd, from 6-8pm, at the Rohnert Park 
Community Center. 
 We received $1,472 for the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, what comes into view is the work 
God does of disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling 
and divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we 
are expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, 
and who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. God is constantly doing this work in us, and 
Easter is the realization that this work which God is and 
does is irrepressible. The experience of Easter is an 
extension of the experiences that are highlighted in the 
earlier parts of the Church Year: namely, that we have 
been introduced to elements of our personality which we 
have not been eager to embrace, and in fact have been 
active in rejecting, and yet they have repeatedly been 
returned to our awareness in the face of our repeated 
dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our “knowing” 
this divulging to be irrepressible, of understanding 
intuitively and empathically that the elements of our 
personality that keep being reintroduced to us are not 
only ours, but that God intends them to remain, because 
they reveal something essential about the person we are, 
something we need to assimilate in order to possess the 
fullest life feasible for us.  In the Church Year, Easter is a 
Season. That means that Easter is a period of time, one in 
which things about our life which we have not wanted are 
slowly owned as part of who we are, and we come to 
realize that they are realities to be explored. 
 
 
 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


 
Third Sunday of Easter [Luke 24:13-35] 

 The Christian religion is a way of life. More precisely, it 
is a way of being guided through life by God who lives 
within us and interacts with us.  
 Using a familiar metaphor, the Christian way of life is a 
journey, and the journey is to “Emmaus,” a word which 
means “a place in the middle.” The Christian journey is 
one of being taken into the center of our particular life, 
of being educated about our life in an effort to have us 
appreciate our life, to see it for what it is and understand 
it.  
 One of the things God informs us about is that we are 
“foolish.” Foolish is the English translation of a Greek 
word meaning “unintelligent,” from a compound root 
“not” + “to exercise the mind.” The implication of this 
Greek word is “sensual.” “Sensual” is defined as “of or 
arousing gratification of the senses and physical 
pleasure.” On his journey, God informs us that we are 
often/mostly guided in our life’s journey by pleasure, by 
whether or not we feel good or comfortable. As a 
consequence, we are not intelligent in that we do not 
exercise our minds regarding this journey. We are not 
thoughtful enough to comprehend that the Christian 
journey of necessity involves having feelings that are 
often not pleasurable, are actually painful, because as 
God pushes back against the ideas we have internalized 
about life and living, what we are asked to look at evokes 
internal criticism which is often harsh. It is through 
looking at this internal criticism, and facing the tension 
involved in doing so, that we enter the experience of the 
person we are. In my experience, we are all instinctively 

drawn toward what is familiar and makes us feel good or 
comfortable, and it takes mental effort to move toward 
exploring the self-criticism which operates in all of us. 
When God pushes back against the understanding of life 
which we inherited, the experiences will be “intense,” and 
will pull us in opposing directions over issues of how to 
live. The Christian life involves living in and with this 
tension, and finding life through it. These experiences are 
generally not ones we seek because they are draining. But 
there comes a time when this changes, and we begin to 
be fed and nourished by the tension, and want to be 
associated with it. Using the meaning of the name 
Emmaus, this happens when we are near our “middle,” 
when we are close to the center of the issue God has 
brought to us by pushing back on it. When this has 
happened, the conversation is now inside us, and the 
aspect of God that has been giving us insights withdraws 
[the word translated as “vanished” is a Greek word 
meaning “not + manifested”].  

God will again push back on a different issue or 
subject, and the journey to our middle will begin again as 
the tension forms again. The point is not to be rid of the 
tension, but to find life through it—what is known as 
“eternal life” [“perpetual vitality” is the meaning of the 
Greek].         [Jim Robie, 4-29-17, Cycle A., Luke 24:13-35] 
 
 
 


